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Session Abstract

If you're starting the journey to gain your CCIE Data Center number, this session 
is for you! 

It introduces the new curriculum of the CCIE Data Center Program and highlights 
the changes the exams (written and lab). 

The main objective of this session is to provide candidates with clear expectations 
of what to expect with the new exams. 

While not covering or teaching detailed technical content, this includes some 
illustrations and sample questions. 

There is no prerequisite to this session.



Disclaimer

ÅNot all topics discussed today 
appear on every exam

ÅDue to time restraints, we are 
unable to discuss every feature and 
topic described in the exam 
blueprint



ÅOverall CCIE Program

ÅCCIE Data Center Update

ÅWritten Exam Sample Questions

ÅLab Exam Case Studies

ÅPreparation Materials

ÅQuestions & Answers

Agenda
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Cisco Certified 
Internetwork Export 

(CCIE)
Program Overview



Cisco Certifications

https://learningnetwork.cisco.com/community/certifications

https://learningnetwork.cisco.com/community/certifications


CCIEs Worldwide

ÅMost highly respected IT certification 

Å for more than 20+ years!

ÅIndustry standard 

Å validating expert skills and experience

ÅDemonstrate strong commitment and investment 
to networking career, life-long learning, and 
dedication to remaining an active CCIE



Expert Level Tracks

Emphasizes network 
design principles and 
theory at the 
infrastructure level

VPN solutions and 
security for Layer 2 and 
Layer 3 network 
infrastructure, 
application protocols 
and OS  

Collaboration, Unified 
Communications, or 
Voice and Video 
Network for design, 
implementation and 
troubleshooting

Datacenters 
infrastructure, storage, 
compute and 
virtualization

Networking across LAN 
and WAN interfaces and 
variety or routers and 
switches

IP fundamentals and 
technologies in building 
an extensible service 
provider network

Wireless networking 
with solid understanding 
of WLAN technologies 
from Cisco



CCIE / CCDE Certification Process

Å Pearson Location

Å 2 hours

Å 90-110 questions

Å No documentation

Å Immediately scored

Å Select Cisco Locations

Å 8 hours lab

Å Configurations

Å Troubleshooting

Å Cisco Documentation

Å Score within 48 hours

Practical ExamWritten Exam

CCIE / 

CCDE

First attempt 

within 18 

months



Proactive and Holistic Candidate Feedback
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Exam Live

Create or 

Refresh Exam

Content

ÁCisco Business Units

ÁCisco Technology groups

ÁCisco Technical Support teams 
(TAC, AS, ..)

ÁCisco-Internal and Cisco-External 
Subject Matter Experts

ÁCustomer Advisory Boards

ÁCustomer Focus Groups

ÁCustomer and Cisco field surveys 
(Marketing)

ÁCisco Product Manager, Marketing 
Manager, Program Manager

Input

ÁCandidate Exam and Item 
Comments

ÁCandidate Satisfaction Surveys

ÁCustomer Service Cases

ÁEAG (Exam Advisory Groups)

ÁCisco Learning Network

ÁBlogs

Feedback

Exams

Launch     

Exam



Performance Assessment

ÅValidity

ÅReliability

ÅFairness

ÅCongruency

ÅRelevancy

ÅIntended use of the test scores

ÅDefinition of Minimally Qualified Candidate

11



ÅOverall CCIE Program

ÅCCIE Data Center Update

ÅWritten Exam Sample Questions

ÅLab Exam Case Studies

ÅPreparation Materials

ÅQuestions & Answers

Agenda
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CCIE Data Center v2.0 Curriculum Overview

ÅCertification process unchanged

ÅExam curriculum and format changed (July 2016)

ÅDesigned and validated with industry experts 
(Cisco internals and externals)

ÅAligned with evolution of job role and relevant technologies
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Check the official information on CLN

https://learningnetwork.cisco.com/community/certifications/ccie_data_center

https://learningnetwork.cisco.com/community/certifications/ccie_data_center


CCIE Data Center v2.0 (Unified Blueprint)

# Topic
% in  Written exam(400-

151)
% in Lab Exam

1.0 Cisco Data Center L2/L3 Technologies 24% 27%

2.0 Cisco Data Center Network Services 12% 13%

3.0 Data Center Storage Networking and Compute 23% 26%

4.0 Data Center Automation and Orchestration 13% 14%

5.0 Data Center Fabric Infrastructure 18% 20%

6.0 Evolving Technologies 10% N/A

Full blueprint available on the Cisco Learning Network



CCIE Data Center v2.0 Written Exam

ÅNew Number: 400-151

Å120 minutes, 90 ï110 independent items 

ÅMC-SA/MA; DnD; Point & Click

ÅEnglish only

ÅPearson VUE

ÅClosed-book

ÅScore directly available 
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CCIE Data Center v2.0 Lab exam 

Å480 minutes, multiple exam modules

ÅConfigure, Troubleshoot scenarios to given specifications

ÅEnglish only

ÅCisco Lab locations including mobile labs.

ÅOpen-book (Cisco Documentation)

ÅScore available usually within 48h

16



CCIE Data Center v2.0 Lab Exam Format

ÅNew DIAG module 

ÅExisting Configuration and Troubleshooting Module

ÅOverall cut-score AND per-module minimum score

Configuration and Troubleshooting
(7 h)

DIAG
(1 h)

No Device Devices

Web-based delivery

minScore minScore

Cut Score



CCIE Data Center v2.0 New Diagnostic Module

Å Assessing new skills 

Å Analyzing, correlating and discerning multiple sources of documentation

Å Support ticket scenario

Å Fixed 30 minutes, 100% Web-based, no device needed

Å Deterministic grading 

Å Item format similar to multiple choices item

Configuration and Troubleshooting
(7 h)

DIAG
(1 h)

No Device Devices

Web-based delivery

minScore minScore

Cut Score




